The Eastern Question

standing  to   maintain  the  status  quo there.    In  1899 the
"Macedonian Committee" which was established in Sofia
addressed a memorandum to the Powers in favour of an
autonomous Macedonia under a Christian, preferably a Bul-
garian, Governor.   It was hoped that an autonomous Mace-
donia under Bulgarian auspices would eventually lead to the
"Big Bulgaria" of the Treaty of SAN STEFANO.   However,
nothing came of this, and in 1901 a Miss Stone, an American
missionary, was captured and held to ransom.   Sixteen thousand
pounds had to be paid for her release.   This drew the attention
of the Powers to the Problem acutely and it also alarmed the
Sultan, Abdul Hamid.   The Porte requested the Powers to
force Bulgaria to dissolve its Macedonian Committee.   Russia
and Austria replied that reforms must first be introduced.
Abdul Hamid promised these and appointed Hilmi Pasha as
Inspector-General.    In  February  1903   Austria  and Russia
drew up a joint scheme known as the "February Programme."
But in July more serious disorders occurred subsidised by the
money received for Miss Stone.   In October the Emperors
of Austria and Russia met at a shooting lodge at Muerzsteg
in Austria and drew up yet another reform plan, described
as the "MUERZSTEG PROGRAMME."   This arranged for Austrian
and Russian Civil Agents to be attached to Hilmi Pasha, the
Inspector-General, and the reorganisation of the Gendarmerie
under a foreign general aided by military officers of the
Powers.    General di Giorgis, an Italian, was the first officer
to be appointed to the command of the Gendarmerie.   His
successor was General di Robilant, the recipient of these
letters.    AH the Powers except Germany sent contingents.
But these reforms as usual proved abortive,   Bulgarian and
Greek bands roamed about and made life intolerable for the
population.    In 1905 the British Government in concert with
France, Germany and Italy proposed to appoint a comrnission
under the presidency of the Inspector-General, for the control
of Macedonian  finance.   Abdul  Hamid objected and in
November Sir Edward Grey despatched an ultimatum backed
up by an international naval demonstration.   This proved